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Tips for Optimal Quality

Sound Quality

If you are listening via your computer speakers, please note that the quality 

of your sound will vary depending on the speed and quality of your internet 

connection.

If the sound quality is not satisfactory, you may listen via the phone: dial 

1-877-447-0294 and enter your Conference ID and PIN when prompted. 

Otherwise, please send us a chat or e-mail sound@straffordpub.com immediately 

so we can address the problem.

If you dialed in and have any difficulties during the call, press *0 for assistance.

Viewing Quality

To maximize your screen, press the ôFull Screenõ symbol located on the bottom 

right of the slides. To exit full screen, press the Esc button.
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Continuing Education Credits

In order for us to process your continuing education credit, you must confirm your 

participation in this webinar by completing and submitting the Attendance 

Affirmation/Evaluation after the webinar. 

A link to the Attendance Affirmation/Evaluation will be in the thank you email 

that you will receive immediately following the program.

For additional information about continuing education, call us at 1 -800-926-7926 

ext. 2.
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Program Materials

If you have not printed the conference materials for this program, please 

complete the following steps:

Å Click on the link to the PDF of the slides for todayõs program, which is located 

to the right of the slides, just above the Q&A box.

Å The PDF will open a separate tab/window.  Print the slides by clicking on the 

printer icon.
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AGENDA
By the end of this session, you will:

ÅUnderstand the significance of Assignments of Benefits;

ÅKnow the current state of the law in the most hotly 

contested jurisdictions;

ÅReceive information regarding state reform efforts and 

trends;

ÅUnderstand the policyholder, contractor & insurerôs 

perspectives;

ÅBe aware of ñBest Practicesò.
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THE PRESENTERS

C. Scott Rybny, Esq. Robert Friedman, Esq.

Morgan & Akins Friedman P.A.
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THE PRESENTERS

Robert Friedman, Esq.

ÅFriedman P.A. ÅRepresents corporate 
policyholders in first-party 
and third-party insurance 
disputes
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THE PRESENTERS

Å Chair Insurance Coverage & 
Extra-Contractual Liability 
Group

Å Specializes in First & Third-
Party Property Insurance 
disputes

Å Representing insurers for 
almost 20 years

C. Scott Rybny, Esq

ÅMorgan & Akins
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OVERVIEW

ASSIGNMENTS OF BENEFITS

10



THE INSURANCE BERMUDA 
TRIANGLE
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ASSIGNMENT OF BENEFITS -
OVERVIEW

ÅAssignments arose out of contract 
law more than 100 years ago - the 
belief being that almost all contract 
rights are assignable .
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ASSIGNMENT OF BENEFITS -
OVERVIEW

ÅIt is a document signed by a 
policyholder that allows a third party, 
such as a contractor to ñstand in the 
shoesò of the insured.

ÅMost are limited to the ability to seek 
direct payment from the insurance. 

ÅSome are not.
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ASSIGNMENT OF BENEFITS -
OVERVIEW
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ASSIGNMENT OF BENEFITS -
OVERVIEW

An assignment of rights does 
not give contractor the right 
to act as a public insurance 
adjuster.
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CURRENT STATE OF THE LAW
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THE LAW

ÅMajority view -
assignments of benefits 
are permissible a 
matter of law

ÅSeveral states recently 
enacted legislation 
governing property 
insurance assignments
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STATES WHERE COURTS PERMIT
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ELEMENTS FOR ASSIGNMENT 
(WHERE NO REGULATION)

ÅAssignor (homeowner) 
transfers to Assignee 
(contractor) certain 
rights or benefits under 
a contract.

ÅAssignee accepts rights 
or benefits for good 
consideration.
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STATES THAT REGULATE ASSIGNMENTS

WA

OR

CA

MT

ID

NV

AZ

UT

WY

CO

NM

TX

OK

KS

NE

SD

ND

MN

IA

MO

AR

LA

MS
AL

GA

FL

SC
TN

NC

IL

WI
MI

OH

IN

KY

WV VA

PA

NY

ME

VT

NH

NJ
DE

MD

Washington D.C.

MA

CT

RI

AK

HI

20
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